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Worship Schedule: The Season of Pentecost, June 2022
Sunday, June 5, 10am: Pentecost Sunday
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21
Message:
The Spirit’s Call.

Message:

Above All, and
Through All, and In All.

Stay after church for the Service Auction!

Stay after church for the Church Picnic!

This Sunday has so much happening in it!
Visit page 9 for a full description of everything
happening June 5.
* NOTE: There is NO Kendal communion
service this month due to Covid restrictions.
Sunday, June 12, 10am: Trinity Sunday
Scripture: John 16: 12-15

Sunday, June 19, 10am: Juneteenth
Scripture:
Message:

Sunday, June 26, 10am:
Scripture:
Message:

Dear friends,
Every once in a while, the world can feel
like too much.
Today has been one of those days, as I write.
It is the aftermath of three mass shootings in
quick succession, each with its own element of
horror: racism, political hatred, and the slaughter
of innocents. The Middle East and South Asia
melt beneath a heat wave so intense that birds
are dropping out of the sky over India from
dehydration, and nearly the entire mango crop of
that country has been withered on the tree.
California’s drought worsens: they have received
barely over an inch of rain so far this year, when
they expected more than 8 inches, and the dry
season approaches. Wildfires loom; oceans
warm; war rages on in Ukraine, and some voices
start to call for appeasement. Even at home, the
school district is enmeshed in turmoil; there is
grim news from every angle.
Suddenly I want to keep the Psalms in my
pocket—that book that includes, “My soul is in
deep anguish. And “Listen to my words, and
attend to my sighing.” And “Out of the depths I
cry to you!” And, “All my longings lie open
before you, O Lord.”
I read recently that Saint Augustine was
convinced that all ages of human history, all
times in which we live, provide equal footing
from which to find the way of salvation. The
path is not the same in every age, of course, nor
even for every church nor for every member
within that body—but, Augustine believed,
whether the history of your time is peaceful and
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June 5—Everything Sunday!
International Hunger Fund
We wish Stephen Spinelli well in his new role!
The Service Auction comes—June 12!
Two upcoming memorial celebrations.

harmonious or harsh and cruel, there is always a
road that leads us to God.
Augustine’s backdrop was a Christian world
that had honored the martyrs as proven saints, and
in which people worried that the new ease of the
Christian life didn’t give them a chance to prove
their faith. In our world, as our society planetwide
struggles so immensely with so many
overwhelming problems, our direction can feel
equally frightening—as though God’s grace is
falling away. Is there hope for us at all? Do we
still live in the light of Christ’s love?
Finding the path of Christ in a new world may
require a shift in perspective. From being a part of
a culture of harmony, we may have to become
those who learn how to forge a different path—
one that acts with a more radical justice, one that
calls upon the strength of our convictions to be
lived out more distinctly in our lives.
Once, Christians asked if they could really be
saved if they looked like everyone else. Now, we
need to ask if we have the courage to look less like
everyone, and more like Christ.
Be well, pray often,
and do it all with love.
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From Pastor Cindy
Dear Friends,
The good news is that the yellow warblers have
returned to the willow tree in my backyard. They were
first heard on the morning of May 9th, and I enjoy
their chattering and flitting about each time I sit on the
porch. The bad news is that the very same willow tree
turned out to be the cause of the problem with my
septic system.
The good news is that when I noticed a septic
problem, I had an established relationship with the
person who could diagnose and fix it, and he was at my
house the next day. He is a cheerful soul and a wiz at
all maintenance needs. The bad news is the willow tree
roots had invaded an extensive length of piping which
would need to be replaced. The builder of the house
had used as cheap a pipe as possible which would still
pass inspection. The willow tree seemed to have
chuckled at the builder’s efforts.
The good news is that a local business had a
superior grade of piping available in spite of supply
chain problems. The bad news is that because of supply
chain problems the pipe was even more expensive than
usual.
The good news is my septic system is up and
running better than it has in a while. The sturdier pipe
now takes a path farther from the tree which did not
have to be removed. The bad news is that I am among a
minority of people in this world who have the
resources – both financial and personal – to be able to
make a phone call and have a sanitary disposal system
fixed. I have the luxury of waiting for the yellow
warblers to return without giving much thought to
where my clean water comes from or where my dirty
water goes.
The Good News is Jesus triumphed over death,
and his saving grace and forgiveness are here for all no
matter our circumstances. There is no bad news to
overcome this truth. Alleluia! Amen!
With renewed determination to work for
economic justice,
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Announcements and Reminders

Adult Education

Annual Church Picnic

June 5: Church Picnic!

Birthdays in June
4 – Michael Dixon
12 – Eller Sau Lee

It’s not Adult Education, but fellowship is a part of
what we do. Please join us for the Church Picnic—this
year also a chance to honor Stephen Spinelli’s time
among us as we bid him well in his summer research
and new post in the fall—see page 5 for more.

Please join us June 5th for the Annual Church

moved, please bring a dish-to-pass. Sandwiches

27 – Claire Dowell

Bring your own cutlery and dishware, and if you want
to bring something to share as well. We’ll provide
some sandwiches and lemonade, and Joe says he can
handle the grill too—hotdogs or burger patties, anyone
And, at 11:45, the Opus School of Music will be
performing in Dewitt Park too for IthacaFest, so stay to
enjoy some music!

and coffee and lemonade will be provided, and

27 – Sandra Greene

Picnic, after church in Dewitt Park (next to the

22 – Eliza Ferdinando

church)! If you are able, bring your own plates,

23 – James Yoon

Joe is going to try to get the grill going! We hope

June 19: Juneteenth!

Happy Anniversary
on June 12th to
Vivian & James Russell

to see you there!

A Note to
Livestream Viewers.

June 12: Service Auction!
Please join us for the Service Auction, a wonderful
gathering and chance to recognize and value one
another’s gifts and services. All proceeds go to the
youth program of the church, especially helping with
funding trips such as to Camp Whitman and the
Presbyterian Youth Triennium. This annual event has
become a favorite of the church!

24 – Saw Htoo

glasses/mugs and cutlery. Those who are so

If you are watching our livestream broadcasts at

...We would love to add your birthday
and/or your anniversary.
If it’s not here, please let the office know and
we will be happy to add it!

home and would like to be able to participate more

fully by joining in the singing of the hymns, please

Church Office Summer Hours

contact the church office to find out how to get a
hymnal. Bulletins are available in advance of each

The church office is having reduced hours for

Sunday so you can follow along with all the

the summer. You can always reach us by email

responses. We hope you can join us in-person

or for emergencies at home:

soon!

Pastor Cindy: 607-257-5027

Arrangements are being made to celebrate Juneteenth,
recognized as a federal holiday on June 17, 2021, when
President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National
Independence Day Act into law. On June 19, 1865, a
Union Army general proclaimed freedom for enslaved
people in Texas, the last state of the Confederacy with
institutional slavery. The day has been celebrated
annually in various parts of the country every since.

cynthia@firstpresithaca.org
But ordinarily, our office hours will be:
Monday through Thursday
8:30am-12:30pm.
Bulletin deadline will be Wednesday mornings!

June 26: Godly Play for Adults
Laura George, our interim DCE, will lead us in Godly
Play for Adults. Come wonder with us as we create
together the sacred space in which to experience a
Biblical story shared in the Godly Play style. Be
prepared to join in the wonder!

We hold in our daily prayer:
Ann Cedarholm; Bobbie Collyer; Suzy
Courtney; Tom Hurst; Betsy Mann; Gayle
Park; Greg McFall; David Morey; Jean
Radice; and Connie and Don Scott.

Our particular prayers are with:
The Wayman family on the death of
our longtime member Dix; the McGonigal
and Schott family on the death of Lorna;
and for Tinny Ooey in recovering,
from a fall.
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Deacons Corner
Deacon Ministry of Care and Concern
Have you ever wondered what the Deacons of
the First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca do as part
of their duties? We help take part in the care and
concern ministry for the members of the First
Presbyterian Church Ithaca.
One of our duties is to interact with members
who are experiencing a health crisis in their family
or personally. We also help members who are
dealing with the loss of a loved one in their lives.
One of the other duties we perform is visiting
those who cannot come in person to church
services or church activities for an extended period
of time. We always have a list of members we visit
either by phone or in person depending on that
member’s comfort level with having guests.
If there is any one whom you know of who
needs a friendly ear or maybe a friendly face,
please let the deacons, the pastors, or the church
office know. The Deacons are always looking to
offer care and concern to the congregation.
Please remember to bring in your contributions
to the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard, and place them in
in cabinet by the bell tower door!

International Hunger 2022

Summer Picnics
We have a full lineup of Summer Picnics and can’t

The International Hunger committee is happy to

wait for the season to begin again! Please mark

report that awards were made during the

Wednesday evenings on your calendars for a time

pandemic and that funds have gone to good use,

to join together for outdoor food and fellowship, to

funding work in India. Over the past 35+ years,

relax in one another’s good company and appreciate

the committee has funded almost 100 students

nature and good weather. More information will

from over 30 countries, providing approximately

be coming in bulletins and on the website, so

reserve your Wednesdays in July and August and
stay tuned!

$2,000 per awardee to conduct on-the-ground
research concerning issues of hunger, nutrition,
crop disease, environmental and natural resources,
etc.

A Celebration of Life: Jean Shu-Tsu Hsu

As many students were unable to travel during the
pandemic, there was a decline in applications for

Join the family and your church in celebrating the
life of Jean Hsu: Saturday, June 11, at 11am. The

this grant in the past couple of years, but we
believe that now as restrictions continue to be
lifted, we will see significantly greater need this

service will be held here in the sanctuary. Let’s

year for funds. Combined with growing

join together in supporting her siblings and dear

worldwide issues with fertilizer production,

friends, and honoring the many wonderful years

supply chain disruptions, and war in many key

she spent worshiping with us, and rejoicing for our
communion in heaven.

food-producing regions (such as Ukraine), the
International Hunger committee is committed to
supporting as many hunger-related projects this
year as we can. To make this possible, it will

A Celebration of Life Mark Anthony Mara,
March 17, 1947—April 8, 2022
A celebration of Mark’s life will be held on June18,
2022 from 1-4pm at Celebrations, 2331 Slaterville

require monetary support from the congregation.
First Presbyterian is no stranger to supporting
efforts to fight hunger, and the International
Hunger committee calls upon the congregation to
help us fully fund as many of these vital projects

Rd., Ithaca, NY. Mark particularly specified that

as possible. You can contribute using envelopes at

this should be a celebration - few tears, many

the pews and in the Narthex, or on the church’s

smiles and much laughter. Everyone who knew or

website. Together, we can work to alleviate the

worked with Mark and Janet is invited to come and
share memories.
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root causes of hunger across the globe.

Roofers at work at Cape Fear PC

Mission Trip Opportunity
Interested in hands-on mission work? Join a group
working in New Bern, North Carolina. Members of
First Presbyterian church have traveled to New
Bern, a community that has experienced severe
damage from hurricanes, to work on rehabilitating
housing for residents in this beautiful coastal town.
Covid has prevented the group from continuing
their annual work trips. All skill levels are welcome
to join the group which is housed in a Presbyterian
Church facility in New Bern.
A projected tie frame for the trip would be next fall
for a week of work and camaraderie. If you are interested, contact Suzy Courtney
(mscourtney228@gmail.com). To find our what
such a trip is like, talk to Harris Faulkner, Sandra
Greene, or Phil Courtney.
Some of the crew and work from 2019!
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June 5—The Day of Everything!

Finance Report: Jan 1—April 30 2022
Actual 1/1-4/30/22

Sunday, June 5, has somehow become the
Day of Everything, so here’s an entire article
dedicated to all that will be going on!

Annual Budget

Revenue
Pledges

111,259

318,000

56,660

153,310

Mission

4,386

32,700

Worship & Music

5,199

7,600

Christian Education*

1,135

4,100

Membership Connections

1,026

4,500

0

500

112,532

363,162

Buildings & Properties

17,048

68,950

Administration

14,650

37,250

11,944

-47, 452

Other Revenue
Expenses

Deacons
Ministry & Staff

Net Revenue

It’s the GO JOE Column!!!
What has Joe been up
to this past month?
See if you can spot the
good works in each
photo!
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First of all, it is the Day of Pentecost.
Pentecost was a festival in the Jewish tradition—
the fiftieth day after Passover (hence the name
Pentecost) called Shavuot in Hebrew. When the
Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek for
the Jewish people around the Greek empire, the
term Pentecoste was born. In the Bible, it was
this festival at which the disciples gathered in an
upper room and experienced a powerful
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
You will find red paraments in the sanctuary
that Sunday, and many people choose to wear red
as well—a symbol of the Spirit as the flame that
appeared to the apostles as they met in the upper
room in the beginning of the book of Acts.

The Spirit is said to come both as a “tongue
of flame” that alights upon each apostle, and also
as a “mighty, rushing wind.” At the beginning of
our Pentecost services we always invite our
children—and all the young at heart—to join us
in a parade down the aisles of the church, waving
streamers. The streamers are red and orange, for
the Spirit as flame, and blue and white for the
Spirit as wind. It’s a wonderful Sunday of the
church year!
In sacraments, the scripture teaches us that
we become holy by the promise of the Holy
Spirit. Communion is not unusual, though the
sacraments are always wonderful. But there are
few Sundays when we get to celebrate both
Communion and a Baptism—the two sacraments
of the church! This Sunday we will baptize Anja
Phillipa Spaak, newest daughter of the Spaak
family.

In Protestant churches, only communion and

baptism are sacraments. A sacrament is defined as
something that is commanded by Jesus and
contains a scriptural promise of the Holy Spirit.
Some other churches consider ordination a
sacrament (but it isn’t commanded of us), or
marriage (which meets neither criterion) - and foot
washing has been seriously considered (as it is
commanded, but does not promise the Holy Spirit).
In the midst of all this holiness, that Sunday
will be Stephen Spinelli’s last Sunday with us
directing the choir. Music is one of the elements
that brings us all together into the holiness of
worship, so the Pentecostal spirit continues to be a
thread through this all.
After church you can pick up the list of items
being offered at the Service Auction. Then it’s
time for the Church Picnic, where you’ll also have
a chance to ask questions about any Service
Auction items you might want to bid on. Join us
for a time of fellowship, and celebrating all these
things—Pentecost, communion, baptism, and the
bittersweet love we send with Steve at his last
Sunday. See page 11 for more about the picnic—
you can bring your own dishes to save disposables,
and also bring a dish to pass if you can. Most of all,
please join us—that matters more than anything
else! We would love for everyone to come and be
together.

Finally, that weekend is IthacaFest. There will
be a lot of activity going on downtown, and
hopefully lots to enjoy about the weekend as a
whole. Let’s look forward to this wild, amazing
day!

For the story of Pentecost,
read Acts 2: 1-21!
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Sun

12
9 am - Youth Group
10 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Godly Play
11:15 am - Service Auction
5:00 pm - Living Hope
Fellowship

26

19
9 am - Youth Group
10 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Godly Play
11 am - Fellowship Time
11:20 am - Adult Ed
5:00 pm - Living Hope
Fellowship

9 am - Youth Group
10 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Godly Play
11 am - Fellowship Time
11:20 am - Adult Ed
5:00 pm - Living Hope
Fellowship

Wed

2
8 am - Strategic Planning (Zoom)
6:30 pm - Community Game Night
7 pm - Piperventilators - 3rd floor
7:30 pm - Chancel Choir

Thu

10
GOOD NEWS DUE

3

11
1:00 pm - Jean Hsu
Memorial Service

4

Sat

1
2 pm - Bible Study- Zoom
6 pm - YMSS Mtg (Z)
6:30 pm - Finger Lakes Pipe
Band

9
9 am - B & P Mtg
6:30 pm - Community Game Night
7 pm - Piperventilators - 3rd floor

18

Fri

8
2 pm - Bible Study- Zoom
6:30 pm - Finger Lakes Pipe
Band
7pm - Personnel Mtg (Z)

17

Tue

6
3 pm - Kendal Worship
7 pm - Deacons

7
4:30 pm - Chamber Singers
7 pm - AA Mtg (Fireside)
7 pm - Kava Irish Music– 3rd
floor

16
6:30 pm - Community Game Night
7 pm - Piperventilators - 3rd floor

Mon

13

15
2 pm - Bible Study- Zoom
6:30 pm - Finger Lakes Pipe
Band
7 pm - Membership Connections

2 pm - Bible Study- Zoom
6:30 pm - Finger Lakes Pipe
Band

30

14
2:30 pm - WMSL Mtg (Zoom)
4 pm - Adult Ed Mtg (Zoom)
4:30 pm - Chamber Singers
7 pm - AA Mtg (Fireside)
7 pm - Kava Irish Music– 3rd
floor
21
4:30 pm - Chamber Singers
7 pm - AA Mtg (Fireside)
7 pm - Kava Irish Music– 3rd
floor

29

25

20

28

6:30 pm - Community Game Night
7 pm - Piperventilators - 3rd floor

24

27

2 pm - Bible Study- Zoom
6:30 pm - Finger Lakes Pipe
Band

22 SESSION DUE

7 pm - Session

4:30 pm - Chamber Singers
7 pm - AA Mtg (Fireside)
7 pm - Kava Irish Music– 3rd
floor

23
6:30 pm - Community Game Night
7 pm - Piperventilators - 3rd floor
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Oh friends,
As some of you already know, the latest in our
series of staff departures is our Chancel Choir
director, Steve Spinelli. Steve came to the church
February 1, 2016, following his hiring by Cornell
University as their assistant director of choral
programs. Soon we met Michael Sparhuber, his
partner, whose world-class percussion skills he has
shared with us freely. The musical connection
Steve built with the choir was immediate, and the
relational bond we all shared grew to match it.
Steve’s position at Cornell was his hook to
Ithaca at the beginning, and when it ended he had
to see what else was available… and boy did he
ever find it! First, he’ll be spending the summer at
Yale University’s Beinecke Library as a Research
Scholar, continuing his groundbreaking studies
and new discoveries of the music of Florence Price.
Then in the fall, he’ll start as the Head of Choral
Studies at the Boston Conservatory, a performing
arts conservatory associated with the Berklee
College of Music.
Beyond the attractions of Boston as a city, the
area has much to recommend for Steve and Mike.
Steve’s parents live nearby as do his nephews, and
they are looking forward to being close to them as
they settle down in a new place.
Steve has brought so much to us. He has
deepened our repertoire, been a wonderful
colleague to all, helped us think deeply about the
seasons of the liturgy, brought the choir together
as a community, and given us a profound gift of
musical depth and beauty. He has fostered a
connection between our church and Cornell’s
music department, and has brought those
communities closer as well. How these two will be
missed!
We have begun the sad task of searching for a
new director, so keep your ears open for more
news. These shoes will be hard to fill, though, so
your prayers are appreciated—for our program and
for a wonderful new start for Steve and Mike!

5 PENTECOST / COMMUNION
9 am - Youth Group
10 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Godly Play
11: 15 am - Church Picnic
5:00 pm - Living Hope
Fellowship

Missing Stephen Spinelli Already.
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Youth and Children
Our Weekly Programs
Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
Sundays 9:00-9:50 am
An opportunity for youth to continue to deepen their understanding of God, their calls to service,
and their relationships to one another and the world. Last session on June 12.

Nursery (Pre K)
Sundays 9:30 am-11:30 pm
A calm nurturing space where babies and small children can play, rest, or hear stories during the service. Also runs during Adult Ed from 11:30-12:30 as needed.

Godly Play® (K-6th grade)
Sundays 10:15-11:15 am
Godly Play® uses a creative curriculum with a Montessori foundation to explore the mystery of
God’s presence in our lives. Through story, wondering, and play, children are able to explore larger
dimensions of belief and theological meaning.

The Children and Youth Program needs your help! There are so many ways to serve–
as a nursery volunteer, a Godly Play storyteller or doorperson, as a helper with youth
events, or by serving on the YMSS committee once a month. Parents and caregivers
especially welcome! Reach out to Laura at laura@firspresithaca.org to learn more.

June Children and Youth Schedule
Date

Acolyte

Godly Play Story

Story
Teller

June 5

MooEh

The Mystery of Pentecost; Laura

Soemya

Communion in service

June 12 Joseph A. Saul Changes
June 19 Liam

Paul’s Travels and His

Door

Ben

Service Auction

The Youth Choir will not be meeting over the summer. Rehearsals will begin again after Labor Day
on Sundays from 11:20—12:15. This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to gather, make
music together and have fun. Youth Choir is directed by our very own Rev. Kirianne Weaver!
We hope to see many children join in the youth and children’s activities!

Godly Play for Adults
Youth Group
Facilitator

Person

Laura

Interested in learning more about Godly Play, a Montessori-style curriculum for grades K6th? Join us for a special (rescheduled) Adult Education session on June 26—Godly Play for
Adults.

Planning
Suzanne Linda
Laura

David

Letters

June 26 Jonah M. The Part That Hasn't Been Suzanne Kate
Written Yet

Youth Group

Youth Choir

Youth Group

Laura/Tavie/

Party!

Suzanne

YG Summer
Break

YG Summer
Break

We will go through a Godly Play session exactly as our children do each Sunday—getting
ready to cross the threshold, gathering in the circle to hear a story, and wondering about it
together. We’ll then process what we’ve learned through play (we call it “work time”) and
come together to share our work and a small snack.
(Please note, this event will be held in the second floor Godly Play classroom.)

