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Worship Schedule for September 2021:
Wednesday, September 1 at 6pm will be our last
Wednesday Night Summer Picnic—at the home of
Christina and Jeb Mead: 71 E. Enfield Center Rd.
Please bring a sack supper and join us!
Sunday, September 5, 10 am:
Worship with Communion… and
Welcome Back to the Fall Schedule!

This is Labor Day Weekend - we bless all those
who go back to work and school!
Scripture: James 2: 1-10
Message: For What Are We Accountable?
Sunday, September 12, 10 am:

Today, we celebrate the baptism of
Johann Herschel Sybert! Come for a message
filled with the imagery of water and

help us rejoice with the Syberts in our new
littlest Christian brother!
Sunday, September 19, 10am:
Scripture: Proverbs 31: 10-31
Message:
Close to the Land.
Sunday, September 26 10am:
Scripture: Mark 9: 38-50
Message:
Saltiness.

Please remember that Sunday, October 3, we will
hold “Lunch and Learn” after church—a chance to
learn more about the work of the church and all
that takes place here in our church building during
the week!

It has been a long time since we were
properly together, and it may be a long time off
still. These are trying months, as we face
wobbles in our sense of safety, with no clear
communal sense as to what exactly our triggers
for new action should be. Please bear with us in
all of that, as we seek to do what is right, loving,
kind and good.
If mass gatherings are not highly encouraged,
then let’s think of this together as a time when
we should especially take time to meet in small,
safer groups. There’s a Wednesday Night
Summer Picnic on September 1 yet; there are
other opportunities you will read about within.
Some of you, though, take it a step further
and issue an invitation to a friend. Sometimes it’s
a suggestion that you might continue a
Fellowship Time conversation over coffee.
Sometimes it’s a lunch planned in the middle of a
busy week with someone you don’t know well—
YET! But, after a lunch, you might start to!
Some of you have started small groups in your
homes, wanting to gather with church friends
and build community on a higher foundation. If
you would like to do this, we can help!
In these pages, you will learn some names
and get to know a few people. You’ll have a
chance to guess at those you might not know,
too! And, as you might expect, you’ll get news
about upcoming events and things you might
want to be a part of.
...Why is this all so important? Here in

What’s Inside:

 A Message from Pastor Cindy
 Adult Education begins again!
 An Old Photos Guessing Game
 Introductions, Congratulations, and

Farewells!

Ithaca, there are so many nice people - but it can be
very hard to make friends, and it can be a place
where we feel pressured to perform and achieve
academically.
But in Christ, we are called to a more
egalitarian community. Jesus chose friends from all
places: fishers, students, capitalists, the
unemployed. He didn’t see them for their positions
- he saw them as sisters and brothers.
For us as a church, this is our place in the
world: to be a hearth around which souls are not
ordered by their stature, but lifted high by our love
for them. So, we are together for this reason: to
show God’s kind of love, in all its beauty and grace;
to grow in that love ourselves, reminding us of our
own intrinsic worth and calling; and to bestow the
gifts God has given us on the world in a mission of
care and service.
What a wonderful congregation we are a part
of, that so many show this faith so clearly!
Thanksgiving overflows, and gratitude abounds.
Be well, pray often,
and do it all with love.
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Announcements and Reminders
Birthdays in September

Welcome Back! Again! We have had one joyful
"Welcome Back" this summer when we returned
to in-person worship on July 11th, and now we are
headed for our more traditional Labor Day
Welcome Back. It has been so wonderful to see
many of your faces (or should I say, much of your
faces looking at us from above your masks) sitting
in the sanctuary worshipping together again on
Sunday mornings. Even though sitting together is
still too big a risk for some to take, you are with us
in our minds' eyes, and, of course, your spirit is felt
with us, so Welcome Back! Again, one and all!
Welcome Back! Again! Again! In spite of
COVID restrictions, technology has allowed our
committees to keep meeting, and they have been at
their creative best. So, welcome back to another
fall of opportunities to join in fellowship,
education, and fun. Some of our plans will be
familiar, but some will be new or at least will have
a different twist than in the past. So, Welcome
Back, Again, Again! to what is familiar and
comfortable and what is new and exciting. Watch
for details in the Sunday bulletins and in the Good
News.
Welcome Back! Again! Again! Again! No matter
how we are part of this church community –
through technology or in-person – each day
welcomes us with unexpected ways to glorify and
serve God. A morning prayer, a mid-morning hello
from behind your mask to the stranger passed by
on the sidewalk, a word spoken to right an
injustice, a meal shared, an apology accepted, i.e., a
sin forgiven, a judgment withheld, an evening song
of praise are all faith-filled actions no pandemic
can take away. Each action is welcome, and each
action welcomes others again and again and again,
so Welcome Back! Again! Again! Again!
With gratitude for and joy in your welcome,
Cindy

Adult Education Classes
9 – Joseph Yoon
15 – Pam Hayes
16 – Elmer Ewing
18 – Rich Favaro
20 – Carolyn Sampson
20 – Suzanne Scholten
20 – Charles Woodworth
20 – Pan Maw
23 – Renee Anderson
24 – Ayako Timmons
26 – Jacob Yoon

Classes will follow fellowship time, starting at about
11:20 a.m. and running for about 50 minutes. For
better air circulation, tentative plans are to hold the
classes in the sanctuary rather than Dodds Hall, either in the choir loft or the front pews.

September 5
Rev. Phil Courtney will lead us in a Bible study of
Matthew 7:12, “Rethinking the Golden Rule.” On
our faith journey, what are new things we can discover about how we treat each other?

September 12
John Weiss, Associate Professor of History Emeritus
at Cornell, is well known by our congregation for—
among other things—his long service to the homeless. This has included organization, collection, and
distribution of the food that we volunteer the first
Saturday of each month. Delivery of the food during
Covid led John to become better acquainted with
members of the homeless community known as the
Ithaca Jungle—a set of encampments in southwest
Ithaca. John will tell us about his experiences there,
needs of the occupants other than food, and opportunities the Jungle offers to follow the teachings of
the 25th chapter of the Book of Matthew.

September 19
Class will be led by Jude Rose, Childcare planner
and developer for the Child Development Council. Jude will briefly describe the role of the Council
in Tompkins and Cortland counties in helping families and young children, especially during the current COVID pandemic. She will also help us understand ways we can participate in ensuring quality
care for all children.

Continued on page 6

...We would love to add your
birthday and/or your anniversary.
If it’s not here, please let the office know
and we will be happy to add it!

Cares & Concerns
Congratulations Eh Soe Moo Soe
for graduating from the Marines!!!
To the whole family, we rejoice
with you!

In the Hospital?
LET US KNOW!
Call the church (272-2800) or
Kirianne at 607-882-1325, or email
the office: office@firstpresithaca.org.

Look at this exciting byline that was spotted by an eagle-eyed member online!

We hold in our constant prayer:

their family; John Shortle; Chood
Singh; the Soe family; Jim Van Sickle;

Ann Cedarholm; Tom Hurst; Betsy
Mann; Gayle Park; David Morey; Jean and Bibs Warner. To request prayers from the church, please
contact Kirianne or the church office.
Radice; Connie Scott and Don Scott, and
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Easy Way to Help

September 26

Healthful Transitions is a relatively new program under URO (Ultimate Reentry Opportunity) for people
who have served time in prison or jail and are now
starting a new life. It grew out of the class Lorraine
Maxwell led several years ago after we read The New
Jim Crow. Church members currently volunteering in
the program include Gail Farnham, Susan Multer, Suzanne Scholten, Maury Tigner and John Weiss. For
more information contact the program coordinator
Keyanna Vann at
km844@cornell.edu.

Our guest will be Dr. Luis Aguirre-Torres, new Director of Sustainability for the City of Ithaca, where
he leads the implementation of the Ithaca Green
New Deal, including the City’s Net-Zero 2030 and
Justice50 strategies. We will talk about the Ithaca
Green New Deal, with special focus on the intersection of climate change and climate justice. We will
also discuss the different ways in which the City of
Ithaca is making sure disadvantaged communities are
involved in the conversation, the definition of climate change policies, and the implementation of solutions.
From 2010, Dr. Aguirre-Torres led an ambitious
climate justice program in Latin America, for which
he was recognized as Champion of Change by President Obama in 2012 and as Leader in Sustainable Innovation by the White House Office of Science and
Technology in 2016. He is a former White House
Presidential Innovation Fellow, Chairman of the Latin America and Caribbean Council on Renewable
Energy, and Chairman of the Energy Working Group
at the Mexico-United States Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Council. He holds a degree in Computer
Engineering, a Master’s in Computer Science and a
PhD in Electrical and Electronic Engineering from

Worship, Music, and Spiritual Life
The Worship, Music and Spiritual Life Committee
is seeking an individual who would be willing to
coordinate the scheduling of Lay Liturgists, If you
are interested in finding out more about what this
position, please contact Nita King. phone 931-249-

2963 or email nak1945@gmail.com
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Thanks to extensive planning by Suzanne Scholten
and James Nagy, followed by positive feedback from
Session, our church is now very involved in one particular aspect of the program: the biweekly meals.
They consist of a restaurant-prepared dinner in Dodds
Hall (socially distanced), farm-grown produce to take
home, conversation with volunteers, and speakers
from local groups like Finger Lakes Reuse (for training
opportunities) and Civic Ensemble Reentry Theater.
Here's how you can help. There's a small but very important task for which we need two volunteers: washing the 8 tablecloths between dinners every other
week. They can be picked up in the kitchen the day
after the dinner (such as September 8), washed & dried
at home, and returned to the kitchen on either of the
Sundays that follow (September 12 or 19). Then tell
Suzanne you have done so.
Our JPIC committee (Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation) decided to make this request. If two people
volunteer, each will be responsible for the task only
once a month. Substitutes would cover a third dinner
when there are 5 Wednesdays in one month. Doing
this simple but essential task would really be a great
help. And there's absolutely no need to iron! For more
information or to volunteer, please notify Susan Multer (607-738-4504; smulter@twc.com). Thank you!

Kristie’s Graduation

We Welcome the Spaaks!
Arthurshows
anearly
interestin
Anserinae
ethologyat
CayugaLake.

I tell you what: if I was graduating with my Doctor’s
of Physical Therapy during a pandemic, I’d want
friends I met at church like Cheryl and Mariette to
play me “Gaudeamus Igitur,” if that was the traditional graduation music from my country… and to
decorate a kitchen in my graduating colors… and to
make me my favorite cake to share with my daughter Hannah! Congrats again, Kristie and Hannah—
and thanks to Cheryl and Mariette, and Marilyn and
Elmer too, for showing us how to celebrate each
other so beautifully!

Louis, we will miss you!

Maybe some of you haven’t gotten to know Louis
Chua yet, in his years here in Ithaca. He comes
from Singapore and came to our church first as a
worshiper, next as a member, and then as a Deacon.
He has participated as a liturgist both in person and
online, has led Adult Education classes for us, and
has
offered his
other
ways.PC
We
Roofers
atservices
workinatmany
Cape
Fear
will miss you Louis, and hope you stay in touch!

If you’ve
noticed a very
adorable and
independent 1year-old baby in church, it’s probably Arthur Spaak!
The Spaaks (pronounced like Spock from Star Trek)
are here from Switzerland for a year and a half.
Parents Jenny and Jürg pronounce their names “YEN
-ny” and “YUERG”, but you have to sort of get on
your tiptoes to say it right, says Kiri!
First, let me introduce the other two members
of this growing clan: Nora and Johanna (pronounced
Yohanna). You might see Nora (age 5) dressed as a
ballerina or as Elsa. You might find Johanna (age 3)
dressed as a butterfly, or being a monster. You
might see the entire family bicycling up Ithaca’s
steepest hills! If you do, it’s not because they
swallowed Helium—they have e-bikes. And that’s
because they care about the environment a lot, and
believe in health and exercise too.
Why are they among us? Well, Jürg is working
in his field, a mix of mathematics with biological
applications. If you want to know more than that,
you are going to have to ask him yourself. But even
more than that, when Jenny was a teenager she and
her family lived here and came here to church - in
the same days that Peggy Robinson and David Block
were here, who also just visited us again in the past
few weeks. Already in their time here, they have
begun gathering a small group in their home!
If you have a directory from 2005, you might
find Jenny in the “R” section, wearing a shirt that
says “I didn’t do it”… but far better is to meet them
in person at church or at a Wednesday Summer
Picnic! WELCOME, Jürg and Jenny!!!
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Youth and Children

Old Photos Game!

Middle School & High School Youth Group

Children’s Church participates in the curric-

Kick-off Sept 12 at 9 am in the Youth Room. We will be sharing in conversation about what the year will
look like over homemade cinnamon rolls! Tavie Flannagan, Laura George and Suzanne Scholten are all
very excited for this year to get underway. As a parent of a middle school child, you know that our children are able to think more abstractly and not take everything at face value. These new cognitive behaviors are what allow us to dive deeper into our Godly Play stories that they have heard before, maybe even
have memorized. Plus, we will be able to do some very creative work with new mediums we were not
able to use while they were in elementary. Yes, we will be combining our High School and Middle School
students together for a year of hands-on storytelling and interactive work time. The theme will be, “Love
Through Service” and we will build from our Godly Play curriculum.

ulum Godly Play. It was started in 1979 by

Directory, full of photos from 1979. Can you rec-

Jerome Barryman. He graduated from

ognize any of these people who are still here? Sub-

Princeton Theological Seminary wondering

mit your guesses for photos A, B, C, and D to Kiri at

where children fit in our worship services,

kirianne@firstpresithaca.org by September 15!

We will meet weekly at 9 am and reach out to parents to set up a schedule for providing food. Tavie and
Suzanne will be in the mix, as well, so we hope to have two parents or high school students per month
making food for our youth.

and embarked on a life-long journey of
Godly Play. We invite children ages K-6th

Herb Hartwig passed on to the church his old

A

to join us, upstairs on the second floor.
This year, we are starting our middle school
youth group, “Love Through Service” and invite our middle school and high school students to sign up to serve by being acolyte, read-

Highlights for the year:

ing scripture during the service, serving in the

We will have Parallel Godly Play stories to bring us deeper into our wondering. With the ability to have
more complex ideas, Middle School and High School students may be able to understand how these stories
relate to them specifically in their lives. These will be a constant and then we will have our work events
paired around the stories. Some of the work events will be; finish painting the youth room, creative spray
painting, goodie bags for the college students, “personal parables” for students to share their own story.
Plus we plan on having two church lock-ins, making origami for the holidays, adopt-a-highway and several other special events that we are still planning.

nursery or helping with Godly Play. Please
reach out to the DCE, Suzanne Scholten, to
share how your child is being called to serve.

B

C

D

September Meeting days and times:
September 12th Kick-Off, Youth Group, 9-12th graders
9/19 @ 9 am-9:45
9/26 @ 9 am-9:45

*The Youth and Families bulletin boards (across from Dodd’s Hall) will be up-to-date in September. Please
visit them often for changes in schedule or upcoming events.
Acolyte

Storyteller

Door Person

Suzanne

Ben

Laura

Suzanne

Annalee/Suzanne

12 The Circle of the Church Year
Holy BIble Enrichment:
19 The books of the Bible

Laura

Ben

Jonah/Carina

26 Parable of the Sower

Suzanne

Kristie

Joseph A./
MooEhSoemya
Joseph P.

Liam/Mike

Date

Godly Play Story

World Communion (Good ShepSeptember 5 herd)

October 3 Bake Bread for Communion

Suzanne/Laura

Submit your answers to: kirianne@firstpresithaca.org
bonus point: who is the daughter in photo D?
AND… we do have more photos from that year’s directory, but let’s keep this game going, too!
Send us a photo of you at some point in your past, and let us guess who you are!

