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Worship Schedule: Ordinary Time, July and August 2022

Photo from outside a Santa Fe, NM church—freely shared!

See our page of
Summer Preachers
For a look at what’s
coming in worship
this summer!
Godly Play and
Worship at 10am each
week,
and Wednesday Night
Picnics for food and
fellowship.
See you there!

“An allegory.
“At the beginning, time was one, eternal.
But time undivided, time eternal, was unrelated
to the world of space. So time was divided into
seven days and entered into an intimate
relationship with the world of space. With every
single day, another realm of things came into
being, except on the seventh day. The
Sabbath…”
As I am writing this, I realize my Sabbath is
almost here. Only two weeks separate me now,
in my un-ready office, with my undone tasks,
and our departure. If this deadline were not
there, I would never find the time to set aside for
Sabbath.
We wrestle with this, all of us. Our time is
short! It is precious, and we have so many
expectations put upon us: the expectations of
family, boss, student, child, friend, workplace,
and self—our own expectations of ourselves,
which are so often greater than everyone else’s
combined.
It seems unfair and a little cruel for God to
add to those expectations. “Take time for
Sabbath, O humans. Take time for rest; it is my
commandment.” But the commandment is for
our wellness. It is for us to realign with the
center that holds us together, the ground of our
being. The commandment to rest is a service to
us, holding us accountable for spiritual health
and strength of soul.







Our Summer Preachers! pages 8-9
Photos from around the church—pages 4-5
Steve’s “Farewell Address” page 3
An Auction recap and youth news - pages 6-7
Voting for the remainder of 2022: page 10

If I may be so bold, and hopefully not at all
unfair nor cruel: I would like to issue a charge to
this congregation while I am gone. If you do not
already do so, I would like to charge you with the
discipline of prayer. It is a time of rest in each day:
a separation, a division from the mundane, in
order to enter into an intimate relationship with
the world of the divine.
There are many forms of prayer, and I will
give you one for your use if you like in a moment,
but the first thing is that there must be a deadline.
As with Sabbath, if it does not come steadfastly
and inexorably for us, we will push it away. Make
God a promise, and do not dare to break it: I will
see you in this time, at this place. I will be there.
As to how to pray, there are as many prayers
as there are people to pray them, but one good
way to begin is always: “Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.” And then, silence; just
patient listening. This is how Samuel became a
prophet.
The Sabbath is for all of us, for every one of
us. It is given that we may remain whole.
Be well, pray often,
and do it all with love.
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From Pastor Cindy
Dear Friends,
No matter how old I get (and I’m much older
than I used to be), when mid-June arrives, my mind

Announcements and Reminders

Summer Picnics!

Summer Puzzle Fun

We have a full lineup of Summer Picnics and can’t
wait for the season to begin again! Please mark
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automatically switches into summer mode. Even
though my days no longer include actually sitting

for a time to join together for outdoor food and

place to grab a glass of cold water and put a piece in

in homeroom on the last day of school, report card

fellowship, to relax in one another’s good

a puzzle, stop by the church during office hours

in hand, waiting to be released into summer’s

company and appreciate nature and good weather.

bell of the year. Summer is here!
With summer comes a sense of freedom and
openness to more. We open windows and doors;

Here are the hosts for each week’s picnics:
July 6:

Margaret Shackell & Glen Dowell
21 Placid Terrace, Lansing

1 – Tom Owens
1 – Gayle Park

If you’re downtown this summer and want a

Wednesday evenings at 6 pm on your calendars

freedom, I still hear and feel the ring of the final

Birthdays in July

10 – Nanse Josselyn
11 – Sylvester Patterson
15 – Jenna Sybert

and visit Kiri’s office! We’re planning on having a

16 – Cindy Noble

puzzle going at all times. You’ll never want me to

16 – Mary Berkelman
23 - Corvin Sharpe

come back! :)

28 – Jasmine Cuevas

the outside comes in and we go outside. We have a
sense that more is possible. Along with a renewed

29 – Jean Healy
July 13:

sense of possibility is a renewed amount of energy,

Christina & Jeb Mead
71 East Enfield Center Road

A Note to
Livestream Viewers.

and we find we actually want to do some of the
projects we have put off until “someday”.

July 20:

I hope for all of us this summer can be a time of

renewal and enjoyment. I hope we can find some
refreshment in a slower pace. I hope we often

July 27:

Marilyn & Elmer Ewing
1520 Slaterville Road, Ithaca

Angie & William Chen
18 Highgate Circle, Ithaca

breathe deeply of the Holy Spirit and feel
revitalized by her calming yet reinvigorating
presence.
While there is much about summer that remains
the same, this summer will be different for us as
our Senior Pastor and Head of Staff will finally be
taking part of her well-deserved sabbatical. Even
though I will remain in my part-time status, I want
to be sure you know that I will be available for

August 3:

Armando Pacheco &
Hector Aguilar-Carreo
6 Hemlock Lane, Ithaca

If you are watching our livestream broadcasts at
home and would like to be able to participate more

fully by joining in the singing of the hymns, please

office, 607-272-2800, and if it is after hours or on
the weekend, please call me at home, 607-257-5027
(for emergencies please call – do not email). I have
delighted in being a pastor to this congregation,
and I look forward to spending a summer with you
in openness to the Spirit’s movement. Wishing you
a summer of possibilities filled with the Holy Spirit,
Cindy

Church Office Summer Hours

contact the church office to find out how to get a
hymnal. Bulletins are available in advance of each

The church office is having reduced hours for

Sunday so you can follow along with all the

the summer. You can always reach us by email

responses. We hope you can join us in-person

or for emergencies at home:

soon!

Pastor Cindy: 607-257-5027

August 10: Susan & Fred Van Sickle
12 Waterview Circle, Ithaca

cynthia@firstpresithaca.org
But ordinarily, our office hours will be:

August 17: Suzanne Scholten & Joseph Tonzola
441 N Aurora, Ithaca

Monday through Thursday

pastoral emergencies at all times. If you need to
contact me during the work day, please call the

...We would love to add your birthday
and/or your anniversary.
If it’s not here, please let the office know and
we will be happy to add it!

8:30am-12:30pm.
August 24: Beth Boyer & Mike Brown
4 Wilderness Road, Lansing

If the day of the picnic is approaching and
you aren’t sure about the weather, check
our website (firstpresithaca.org) or call/text
Linda Sharpe at 607-692-7754!

Bulletin deadline will be Wednesday mornings!

We hold in our daily prayer:
Ann Cedarholm; Bobbie Collyer; Suzy
Courtney; Tom Hurst; Betsy Mann; Gayle
Park; Greg McFall; David Morey; Jean
Radice; and Connie and Don Scott.

The practice of prayer requires discipline.
When we think we can pray regularly
without having a place and time, we grow
sloppy and fail to accomplish it. Prayer
without rhythm is like words without
paper: both are often soon forgotten.
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Stephen Spinelli’s Farewell Address:

Deacons Corner
The Deacons met for our monthly meeting in
June, the day after the church picnic. We reflected
on how wonderful it was to connect with each
other over good food and with good conversation.
The Deacons want to extend much appreciation for
all of the seen and unseen help with the picnic.
Thank you! We love visiting with members/friends
of the church. Please let us know if you would like
a visit! You can contact our moderator Deb Streeter
(dhs4@cornell.edu) or Pastor Cindy
As always, we are in need of people to sponsor
altar flowers for a Sunday service. Sponsoring the
service's flowers can be a way to honor someone or
to celebrate a special occasion. Stella coordinates
flower sign-ups. Please reach out to her for
further information and for available dates
(stellamartz@gmail.com).

We always have room for more Deacons! The
Deacons are pastoral caregivers, congregational
visitors, and maintainers of church life. We are a
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fun, energetic, and caring group. Being a Deacon
is an easy way to serve our congregation and
community. If you want more information
about being a Deacon, please contact our
moderator Deb (dhs4@cornell.edu) or our
Nominating Committee representative Mischa
Dixon (mischa.dixon59@gmail.com)


We always want to know when
you or someone you know in the church
could use the church’s care. There are so
many things that can happen in our lives
and the lives of our families—both joys
and concerns.
To share something with us, please
contact Pastor Cindy at:
cynthia@firstpresithaca.org
or 607-257-5027.
...We would always rather hear about
something 100 times than not at all!

Election and Voting Information for the remainder of 2022
Voting is one of the ways Christians can really make an impact on the world around us, so thank you
to Susan Multer for this well-researched explanation of the elections still to come in 2022:
After the Primary Election on June 28 for Governor, et al., there are still three more elections in 2022.
On 8/23 there will be a Special Election to fill the Congressional seat vacated by Tom Reed in the old
district 23. There will be only two candidates, one Democrat and one Republican, each chosen by the
respective party. Because it is not a primary election, all registered voters can vote in it, regardless of what
party they are registered with or even if they are unaffiliated. We who live in the old 23 will be given a
ballot just for that election. Winner of the Special Election will immediately become our Congressional
representative until the term expires on 1/3/23.
Also on 8/23 there will be a Primary Election for State Senator in our new district 52 and for Congress
in our new district 19. These races will be on a different ballot, and only voters registered as Republican or
Democrat can vote. Winners will run in the General Election on November 8, possibly along with third
part candidates.
Recap for reminding friends: Winner of the 8/23 Special Election (in which all registered voters can
participate) goes to Congress until Jan. 3. Winners of the 8/23 Primary Election for State Senate and for
Congress will run in the 11/8 General Election. Their 2-yr terms begin on January 3. For more information
call TC Board of Elections at 607-274-5522.
- Submitted by Susan Multer

If you missed hearing Steve Spinelli speak in
church on his last Sunday, you can read his remarks here. Steve, we will miss you greatly.
“For everything there is a season, they say…and it
is my time to move on to a new adventure in New
England. As this is my final Sunday in this role, I
want to say a few words.
There are moments in our lives that feel muddy
and somehow less distinct or purpose filled… I
don’t need to convince anyone who lived through
the COVID lockdown of this…one day blurred
into the next, as our sense of time and daily purpose became cloudy. This church - for me - has
been the antidote to that phenomenon. First Presbyterian has been an anchor to my seven-year experience in Ithaca…a magnet pulling me down
the hill from Cornell and into this space, where I
have met the most amazing people, made the most
incredible music, and rediscovered a belief in the
power of communities of inclusive faith and charitable action. I say the following with the upmost
sincerity - Cornell students are amazing, and what
they can achieve is inspiring, but more often than
not it was the first Presbyterian rehearsals, and the
first Presbyterian services that fed my human
heart and my musical soul. Week after week, singers arrived - without the threat of a grade - with
music - and sometimes even a pencil at the ready to tackle music faster than any college choir, with
good humor, good will, and courage. It is SO inspiring.
This church is its people…Kiri - thank you for being the best boss I’ve ever had. I feel it is necessary
to remind you all that not every pastor can sight
read a descant, or pinch hit on a set of chimes. But
Roofers at work at Cape Fear PC
truly, your creativity, and your belief in the power

of music to amplify a message and bring together a
community has made this SUCH a special place to
work. Cindy, thank you for your time, your care,
your support…you are GLUE...and your ability to
bring a team together is really unmatched.
Laura and Suzanne - thank you for shepherding the
congregation’s beautiful children and for being terrific colleagues. Ian - thank you for being the most
brilliant collaborator and musical partner in crime.
Your talent, your good will, and your flexibility
have made the past 6.5 years of music-making a
constant joy. I will say it again - you are the best
organist and accompanist in this town, and that you
are a biology professor for whom this is a side hustle
is almost insulting…
And of course there is this choir behind me. When
you are a teacher - especially of college students
who are often away from family for the first time you become a coach and a de facto parent. The responsibility is enormous, and the power dynamic is
clear. It is a huge privilege to help the next generation achieve its purpose…but this is different. This
is a family, where I always hope to give everything I
can as a leader, but I want to take this opportunity
to tell the chancel choir something they already
know - you have given me more than I could ever
give you. You are friends, you are family, you are
colleagues, and you will ALWAYS be the group that
taught me how to be a conductor.
I will be back as often as humanly possible, and
many thanks to last Saturday’s wedding ceremony,
this will always be the place where I married my
incredible husband.
Thank you choir, and thank you First Presbyterian,
for the journey of the past seven years.”
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Photos from the Church Picnic!
Have photos to share of our
congregation’s life together?
Send them to the office:
office@firstpresithaca.org

Huge thanks to the Membership
Connections Committee for a
beautiful, lovely and

wonderful picnic!
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Sunday, July 31: the Rev. C. Philip Courtney
The Rev. Phil Courtney is usually in the choir with his wife, Elder
Suzy Courtney, but this summer we get to welcome him to our pulpit! Phil has served Presbyterian churches in Pennsylvania, Syracuse,
and Yuma, Arizona, and we have been so fortunate he chose Trumansburg for retirement. When he’s not trying to “pass” as a tenor,
Phil spends inordinate amounts of time in the garden and cleaning up
after their delightful – but geriatric – Havanese, Maya. Phil and Suzy
have three grown children in the tri-state area and seven wonderful
grandchildren. Phil's great humor and wonderful gifts have blessed
us many times in the past, and we are grateful for his leadership this
summer!

Sunday, August 14: Dr. La Jerne Terry Cornish
La Jerne Terry Cornish grew up in Baltimore, Maryland and
was a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church for 40 years. She is
an ordained Elder and Deacon; she also served as a Commissioned
Lay Pastor from 2009 until 2018. Her son, Wayne Cornish, Jr.
who lives in Aberdeen, Maryland, is her pride and joy. La Jerne

It’s the GO JOE Column!!!

loves to cook and especially enjoys sitting on the deck smoking
ribs, pork shoulders, or brisket. Smoking is truly an hours long
activity that is a wonderful escape for her and a joy for her

What has Joe been up to this past month?

friends who get to eat what she cooks .

Lots more than just this, but this photo has a story behind it
that all of us at church may care about. This monument sits in
the memorial garden, which includes stones underfoot given in
honor or memory of loved ones. Some ashes reside there, too.

Sunday, August 21: Deacon Mischa Dixon

On the day of the church
picnic, during IthacaFest, the
children were sitting on the
monument’s benches eating their
food. The children found that
terrible words had been graffiti
painted on the stones.
Joe spent hours the next day
washing them clean. The children
were happy to learn the words
were gone. As usual: Go, Joe!

Mischa Dixon is a federal contractor working
for Anthem. He preached in our pulpit initially as
a Deacon, on which board he still serves. He is
also the organizer of First Presbyterian's
Community Game Night and of the church’s
renewed Theology on Tap gatherings. Mischa lives
with a cat named Witcher, and has far too many

geeky hobbies to list. We look forward to hearing
from him again this summer!

Good News
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Meet Our Summer Guest Preachers!
Some of our summer guest preachers will be well-known to you, while others may be new! Certainly the
Rev. Cindy Weaver needs no introduction. She will be preaching three times and co-leading other services. However, here are some new voices you will have the opportunity to hear this summer, and we
hope you are as excited as we are about the services they will share with us!

Sunday, July 10: Elder James Nagy
James Nagy is a current Elder in our church, and the
chair of the Missioners Committee and of the "Reopening
Committee," our COVID working group. He is a graduate
of Fuller Theological Seminary, formerly worked with The
Reformation Project (a non-profit seeking to foster
genuine dialogue between LGBT and Evangelical spaces),
and currently works as the administrative coordinator of
the Southeast Asia Program at Cornell University. He and
his partner Juan are moving next year to Madison,

Wisconsin next May.

Sunday, July 17: Elder Elmer Ewing
Upon retiring as a Cornell Professor, Elmer Ewing was trained by Presbytery
to be commissioned as a Lay Preacher. For more than 20 years he preached in
churches, small and large, within 50 miles of Ithaca. He has often preached
here, too, during his 68 years as a member of our congregation.

Sunday, July 24: The Rev. Dr. Kenneth I. Clarke
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth I. Clarke Sr. has been a
longtime friend of this congregation as a former
Director of Cornell's United Religious Works. He has
led our congregation previously in preaching
engagements and in leading Adult Education
classes. He now serves as the Director of the
Tompkins County Office of Human Rights, and we
are honored to welcome him to our pulpit once again.

Good News
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Photos: the Church Picnic, and a Peek Above the Ceiling!
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Youth and Children

Sundays 9:00-9:50 am

The Making of a
Service Auction

An opportunity for youth to continue to deepen their understanding of
God, their calls to service, and their
relationships to one another and the
world. On break for the summer.

Thanks to your creative donations and generous bids, the
youth program raised over $10,000 this year for retreats,
trips, and other programming! Here’s a behind-thescenes look at how the Service Auction came together.

Our Weekly Programs
Youth Group (6th-12th grade)

The paddles
used 36 popsicle
sticks, a whole
bunch of glue,
and many, many
cardboard circles
cut from leftover
delivery boxes
from the Church
picnic!

Nursery (Pre K)
Sundays 9:30 am-11:30 am
(summer hours)
A calm nurturing space where babies
and small children can play, rest, or
hear stories during the service.

Godly Play® (K-6 grade)

"Dear Congregation,
As we go forward into the summer, I want to give an update on the Children and Youth Program and our
activities this summer. Due to some recent health concerns, I have moved to part-time with the Personnel Committee’s permission. Also, most of our summer programming is planned the winter before, and
thus planning for this summer’s activities took place in the midst of the Omicron surge. Together, this
means our summer programming will be a bit limited when compared with other years. Godly Play will
meet throughout the summer, giving continuity for our children as they learn more about what it means
to come close to God. We have also hired a new nursery attendant, so coverage in the nursery will be
consistent as well. Summer activities for the youth (grades 6-12) are still being discussed, but one initiative that we’ll be implementing is designating one of our church picnics each month as especially youthfocused. This will allow families to create connection and fellowship while also strengthening the church
picnic program. If you are interested in helping with a youth event, please reach out to me—we are
strengthened when we share our gifts with one another, however we are able.
In Christ's Abundant Love,
Laura Dale George"

July and August Children and Youth Schedule
Date

Acolyte

Godly Play Story

Youth Group

July 3

Moo Eh Soemya

Communion Sunday—in church service

YG Summer Break

July 10

Joseph A.

Prophets

YG Summer Break

July 17

Jacob A.

Parable of the Great Pearl

YG Summer Break

July 24

Jonah M.

Parable of the Mustard Seed

YG Summer Break

August 7

Moo Eh Soemya

Communion Sunday—in church service

YG Summer Break

August 14

Joseph A.

Parable of the Good Samaritan

YG Summer Break

August 21

Jacob A.

Parable of the Leaven

YG Summer Break

August 28

Jonah M.

Parable of the Sower

YG Summer Break

th

Sundays 10:15-11:15 am

The job list was much
discussed, and much
doodled upon.

Godly Play® uses a creative curriculum with a Montessori foundation to
explore the mystery of God’s presence in our lives. Through story,
wondering, and play, children are
able to explore larger dimensions of
belief and theological meaning.

Youth Choir

The Children and Youth Program needs your help!

Sundays 11:30 am-12:30 pm
A chance for our children to sing and
make music together, directed by our
very own Rev. Kirianne Weaver! On

break for the summer.

The Service Auction’s most
popular item, at least for the
youth, wasn’t even up for auction—it was the microphone!

There are so many ways to serve–as a nursery volunteer, a Godly Play storyteller or doorperson, as a helper with youth events, or by serving on the YMSS committee once a month.
Parents and caregivers especially welcome! Reach out to Laura at
laura@firspresithaca.org to learn more.

